ABSTRACT

WA-I-113 18th Century
0ld Road Along Antietam Creek
Hagerstown-Leitersburg

Multiple Owners

This 18th century road which
appears to have run along the Antie-
tam Creek between Hagerstown and
Leitersburg in Washington County,
Maryland presumably provided access
to the numerous mills and farms which
were established along the Antietam
Creek at an early date. It also passed
by the Antietam Church, one of the oldest
in Washington County.

Described as a wagon road in 18th
century deeds, it seems to have been im-
proved to the extent that it was desig-
nated as being able to accommodate vehicu-
lar traffic.
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01d Road along Antietam Creek
FPJLOCATION
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Near Antietam Creek

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
__wveontvor Hagerstown-Leitersburg
STATE COUNTY
_ Maryland Washington
[ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC __OCCUPIED X_AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE _-UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—-STRUCTURE X _BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
X SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—-OBJECT __INPROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
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____ VICINITY OF
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STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE
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TITLE

DATE
__FEDERAL __STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
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CITY.TOWN STATE
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT X —DETERIORATED X UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
—GOooD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE __
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Running along the east bank of the Antietam Creek from Hagerstown toward
Leitersburg in Washington County, Maryland, are the remnants of an 18th
century wagon road.

Although the trail or pathway does not appear on the available 18th or 19th
century maps of the County, its existence is evidenced by deeply worn ruts,
in the earth. Some segments of the road are still in use as driveways or
farm lanes while other sections have been completely obliterated by culti-
vation. In wooded areas the course of the road is recognizable by the
affect it has had on the pattern of vegetation.

Described as a wagon road in the deed for the 18th century Antietam Church
property, it led past the church site, it appears to have crossed the
Antietam at Trovinger Mill (WA-I-071), turned northward and recrossed the
creek approximately one half mile upstream. It then continued in a north-
easterly direction. Its Jjunction with present day 0ld Forge Road can still
be seen Jjust east of Herman Myers Road. At this point it may have forked
with one segment extending directly east to the Antietam Forge and Mill
Site (WA-I-O54)., Traces of the road are again observable southwest and
northeast of Clopper Road, west of the creek. It is not known whether this
thorofare extended beyond Leitersburg and Hagerstown or whether it merged
with other roads. It would appear to have linked the extensive settlem¢
actively along the Antietam Creek during the 18th century.

Additional references to this road may be found in the following survey
forms: WA-I-107, WA-I-126, WA-I-071, WA-I-060, WA-i-106 and WA-I-146,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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- B SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
- PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
~-1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW _—SCIENCE
—1500-1599 }(_AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE ___SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
}.(_1 700-1799 _ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
—1800-1899 X COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY X_TRANSPORTATION
—1900- X _COMMUNICATIONS X_INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)}
—INVENTION 7
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This 18th century road which appears to have run along the Antietam
Creek between Hagerstown and Leitersburg in Washington County, Maryland
presumably provided access to numerous mills and farms which were
established along the Antietam Creek at an early date. It also passed
by the Antietam Church, one of the oldest in Washington County.

Described as a wagon road in 18th century deeds, it seems to have been
improved to the extent that it was designated as being able to accommo-
date vehicular traffic.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 15,7 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY.DESCRIPTION ,

e

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant - _
ORGANIZATION "DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survew August 1976
STREET & NUMBER™ v 7 TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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